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leisurely journey would be made southwards to Some, there
to winter. Next spring might take the travellers to Naples,
and lastly, the succeeding summer, if all went well with
them, would be spent among the central Alps. Thirty
years had passed since that early art tour which Murchison
and his wife, in their younger days, had taken through
Italy. In repeating it once more they carried with them a
new source of enjoyment. In the cities geological museums
would now claim, and would no doubt receive, as much
attention as the art-galleries used to do; while in the
country, admiration of picturesque scenery or venerable ruin
would be mingled with observation of the rocks and their
fossils.

The start, however, could not be taken until after the
beginning of July, for the President of the British Associa-
tion at Southampton required to attend the meeting at
Oxford, and there resign the chair to his successor in office.
If we may judge from his own note-books, this Oxford
meeting seems to have brought out, rather disagreeably, one
of the points of contrast between the gatherings of the
British Association and corresponding meetings abroad.
With all the sections sitting simultaneously, and for some
four or five hours a day, it is often difficult, or quite im-
possible, to hear more than one or two papers out of a
number which may have been marked out for special atten-
tion by the enthusiastic member. And if this member
chances to be an office-bearer in one of the sections, his
sense of duty may keep him sitting there, listening, perhaps,
to one of the dreary bores who annually inflict their tedious-
ness on the Association, instead of finding his way to one or
more of the other sections to hear the announcement of newign. He seemed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